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HON MALCOLM JOHN BRYCE 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [5.42 pm]: I was on urgent parliamentary business yesterday, so 
I missed the opportunity to say a few words in yesterday’s members’ statements about Hon Mal Bryce, AO. I had 
the honour of meeting this great man in January 2017 at a function that I was organising. There he was, a very 
humble and pleasant man. Then I learnt that he had been the Deputy Premier of Western Australia in the 1980s. 
One of my guests asked him to give a short speech and he basically stood up and gave a pretty interesting and 
knowledgeable speech with virtually no notice. As I normally would do on meeting a great and interesting person, 
I went home and googled him and looked at the Wikipedia account on him. I was very impressed by his 
contribution to this great state and his achievements for Western Australia. To my surprise, a few days later, 
I received an email from him saying that he enjoyed the event I had organised. He shared with me his views and 
observations on how a good leader should behave and what good leadership was. Obviously, he wished me good 
luck for the election and I thanked him for his good wishes. It was probably with his support that I was elected. 
He was living in my electorate and he no doubt supported the Labor Party, as he was a true believer. He supported 
the Labor Party from the beginning to the end. I met him again at the WA Labor state conference last year in about 
August, if I remember correctly. He became one of the few life members of the WA Labor Party, which was great 
recognition for a man who did so much for the state and the Labor Party. The last time I spoke to him was in 
October 2017. While thanking me for sending my newsletter to him, he reminded me that it is a great privilege to 
be elected to the people’s legislature in our democracy. He also reminded me that other responsibilities are those 
of a trustee. I was shocked when a friend of mine told me that Mal had passed away in early March. I have known 
Hon Mal Bryce for a very short time but he had a significant and positive impact on me, and no doubt he had 
a great and positive impact on a lot of people around him. I am saddened by his passing. I wish to pass on my 
condolences to his wife, Liz, and also his family. 

House adjourned at 5.45 pm 
__________ 

 
 
 


	HON MALCOLM JOHN BRYCE
	Statement


